
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

St John with St Michael CE Primary  

School News 
26th March 2021 

Headteacher’s Message 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
Another lovely week in school has passed and it has, yet again, 
been brilliant hearing the children around school learning and 
having fun in their classrooms and outdoors.  I continue to be 
incredibly impressed with the positive attitudes and wonderful 
manners shown by the children in our school – they are a credit to 
all of you. 
 
At the start of this period of Lent, I spoke to all the children about 
whether they were thinking of giving something up for Lent or 
whether they were going to try and do something kind for 
somebody else each day during Lent.  I hope that some have been 
doing this at home for you by doing extra jobs that they maybe 
haven’t done before.  There are still some days left in Lent so feel 
free to remind them of this and encourage them to help out 
around the house! 
 
On 29th March, some of the current restrictions will be lifted.  
People will be able to meet outdoors (including in private gardens) 
in a group of no more than 6 or 2 households.  This is exciting 
news and will mean that we can see friends or family who we have 
all missed so much over the recent months.  We must also remain 
sensible and cautious to ensure that the future milestones in this 
road out of lockdown are met. 
 
As always, if there is anything at all that I can help or support with, 
please don’t hesitate to get in contact. 

Keep smiling       
 
D. Toddington - Acting Headteacher 
head@sjsm.lancs.sch.uk 

Isaiah 30:18 - Yet the Lord longs to be 

gracious to you; therefore he will rise up 

to show you compassion. For the Lord is 

a God of justice. Blessed are all who wait 

for him! 

 

AWARD WINNERS 
 
 

EYFS 
Wicked Writer – Isaac for improved pencil grip and formation 
of letters.  
Mighty Maths – Albert for creating repeating pattern with 2D 
shapes. 
Superstar Award – Niamh for enthusiasm for learning. 
Marvellous Mindset – Madisyn for improved attitude to 
learning.  

 
Class 2 

Wicked Writer – Robert for gaining confidence when writing and 
getting quicker. 
Mighty Maths – Sebastian for independently working out 
o’clock, half past, quarter past and quarter to times. 
Superstar Award – Daisy for fantastic spelling in phonics. 
Marvellous Mindset – Tiarrnna for trying her best in all lessons, 
asking questions and bringing her reading book into school. 
 

Class 3 
Wicked Writer – Alfie A-F for planning his own version of A 

Matter of Loaf and Death. 
Mighty Maths – Alfie S for work on capacity and volume. 
Superstar Award – Mason S for a great focus on work this week. 
Marvellous Mindset- Poppy for patience and compassion when 
helping peers. 

 
Class 4 

Wicked Writer – Cameron for excellent writing in her 

magazine article. 
Mighty Maths – Jake for showing great progress with line 
graphs. 
Superstar Award – Jack for putting 100% into everything he 
does. 
Marvellous Mindset- Harvey for excellent computing work in 
producing an article for the class magazine. 

 
Birthdays – 22nd March to 28th March 

EYFS – Madisyn (24th March) 
Class 4 – Pippa (28th March) 
 

 

Easter challenges and activities 
 

Following on from the success of the 21-minute challenge, there 
are some Easter challenges that have been produced which you 
may wish to try over the Easter period.  I have created a page on 
the school website (new tab from the home page) with all the 
information and documents that you will need.  Hopefully, you 
will get involved in these challenges and activities! 

• Easter orienteering trails - There are 3 trails to have a go at 
and they all start at Rawtenstall market (marked with a 
triangle on each map).  Find the Easter Eggs at each point 
and write down the words onto your answer sheets.  Hand 
them back into the market when you have finished to claim 
your prize! 

• Staircation challenge - Keep a track of how many times you 
climb your stairs over the Easter period and use the 
information and fact sheets to see if you have climbed the 
equivalent of different British landmarks! 

• Family activities - Click the file to see ideas for healthy meals, 
local walks or mindfulness activities.  There is also a 
photography challenge to get involved with too! 

Also, please see the flyer attached to this newsletter about an 
Easter Discovery Camp which your child may like to get involved 
with. 
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Parents evening 
 

You should by now all have received your appointment time for 
parents evening on either Tuesday 30th March or Wednesday 31st 
March. 
 
If you haven’t, please contact your child’s teacher as soon as 
possible. 
 
The 10-minute appointment times must be adhered to as the 
Teams invites have been set up.  Teachers will end the 
appointments after 10 minutes and if there is any need for 
further discussion, this will be arranged for a different time. 
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Uniform Policy update 
 
PE footwear 
Please make sure that your child is wearing appropriate footwear 
for PE on the required days.  As they are outside for PE wherever 
possible, please make sure they have trainers on.  Children can 
continue coming to school in their PE clothes on their PE days, but 
they must also wear their school jumper/cardigan over the top. 
 
Earrings update 
Our uniform policy states that no earrings must be worn.  This 
was discussed at the full governing body meeting last night and 
there was a unanimous decision that this policy is to remain in 
place.  Therefore, I must ask all parents to support this decision 
made by the governors and ensure that your child does not wear 
earrings in school.  Also, please can I ask that you do not get your 
child’s ears pierced during term time.  If you are considering 
getting your child’s ears pierced, please can I ask that this is done 
at the start of the summer holidays so that there is then a six 
week period before coming back to school. 

Covid reminders/Lateral Flow tests for your household 
If your child, or anyone in your household, starts to display any of 
the symptoms, they must go for a PCR Covid test.  Whilst waiting 
for the results, your household must all self-isolate.  Please inform 
school immediately if this happens by emailing 
head@sjsm.lancs.sch.uk. If a bubble has to close, all children in 
that bubble must isolate for the required time period. 
 
You can also now collect lateral flow testing kits for your 
household from a testing site.  If you go to the testing site and say 
you are a parent of a primary school child, they should give you 1 
or 2 lateral flow testing kits to take home and use regularly.  
Although this is not mandatory, it is highly recommended by the 
government.  These lateral flow tests are to be used for 
asymptomatic people only.  If you display any of the main 
coronavirus symptoms, you must still arrange a PCR test. 

Holiday dates for Easter and for 2021/22 academic year 
 

This is a reminder that school will close for the Easter break at the 
end of the school day on Thursday 1st April.  We will return to 
school on Monday 12th April. 
 
The holiday pattern for the 2021/2022 academic year is now on 
the school website.  This can be accessed by following this link:  
http://www.sjsm.lancs.sch.uk/page/holidays/78726  

Support for families 
 
Our support for families during these difficult times continues.   

• A local resident contacted me this week to say that they have 
a single bed, in good condition, free of charge.  Please 
contact school if you are interested and this can be arranged. 

• Also, we have a one-off food parcel available with tinned 
food, packet rice and other food for cupboards.  If you would 
like to be considered for this, please contact school. 

Class 3 have been learning about capacity in Maths this week and EYFS have enjoyed another fun week with 

lots of reading, writing and number work inside and outside! 
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